The virus of Ebola belongs to the filovirus family. The hemorrhagic fever occurs due to Ebola virus and is highly transmittable. The study covers a scientometric analysis of publications on Ebola virus worldwide. It revealed that 2446 papers have been published on Ebola virus in 159 journals, originating from 84 countries till December 31, 2013. These publications have received 69,960 citations until March 1, 2015. The maximum literature on this deadly virus is published in the form of articles and review, 2040 (83.40%). The highest number of papers was published in 2012, i.e., 198 (8.1%). Eighty-four countries have contributed in Ebola research with at least one publication. Top ten countries produced 2124 (86.8%) of the total research publications on Ebola virus. The United States is the leading country with 1146 (46.9%) in research outcome. The average citation per publication on papers in the area is ~28.6 citations per paper. The majority of papers is published in English language, 2149 (87.9%). Overall, 157 journals produced the Ebola virus research and "Journal of Virology" has published 257 (10.5%) of the papers. In addition, the world over 160 institutions contributed in Ebola virus research, and National Center for Infectious Diseases (~3.3) has recorded highest relative citation impact. Feldmann from the University of Manitoba is the leading author in the field with 129 (5.3%) papers.
INTRODUCTION
Ebola virus has been the cause for several thousand deaths in Africa. It was found for the first time in Central Africa during 1976 and 1977. [1, 2] The virus was named Ebola after the river in the proximity of Yambuku in the region of Zaire in Africa. People have been assuming that the transmission of Ebola is related to the rain forest ecosystem, for example, a rainy period follows an extensive dry period, drier air impetuous the proliferation of the virus. [3] Hemorrhagic fever occurs due to Ebola virus and is highly transmittable. The virus of Ebola belongs to the filovirus family, hemorrhagic fever with mortality rates of 90% in humans. [4, 5] Therefore, several means are being adopted by the health workers for decontamination of Ebola virus, for example, thermal inactivation, etc., In addition, it may be inactivated with various chemical agents including formalin and quaternary ammonium ions. [6] The virus is composed of a negative-sense and a single-stranded molecule. The virus is categorized in the family Filoviridae. Mainly four species constitute the genus of the virus such as Zaire, Sudan, Ivory Coast, and Reston. [7] The virus perseveres in animals after that transmits to humans. Ebola hemorrhagic fever needs the virus-specific diagnostic tests to control the spread of these viruses. [8, 9] It has been assumed in the recent study that fruit bats might be the reservoir for species. However, it is not apparent whether species are involved and how the virus transmits. [10] It is identified that genus Ebola virus has five known species: (i) Zaire Ebola virus, (ii) Sudan Ebola virus, (iii) Taï Forest Ebola virus, (iv) Bundibugyo Ebola virus, and (v) Reston Ebola virus. [11] The primary transmission occurs through body and body fluid contact. The virus has approximately 90% mortality rate. [12] [13] [14] Therefore, rapid antigen-detection tests with filovirusspecific monoclonal antibodies (mAb) are by far the best ways for early diagnosis. At present, no effective treatment is available for Ebola virus hemorrhagic fever. [5, 15] However, the treatment to protect rodents from lethal fever has not been active. [16, 17] The outbreak is occurring on a periodic basis. Therefore, technical inhibits to deliver the vaccination ought to overcome at the earliest. However, keeping in view the hurdles to developing the vaccine, it seems that scientists have to work hard to develop the vaccination for the deadly disease occurring due to Ebola virus. [10] Nevertheless, the antigen-detection tests with filovirus-specific mAb could be one of the best ways for diagnosis of filovirus infections. [18, 19] The Objectives of the Study
The primary aim of the study is a scientometric analysis of world research publications on Ebola virus. However, the objectives of the study are limited to the following:
• To examine the pattern of research output on Ebola virus • To identify the most productive journals publishing research on Ebola virus • To identify the language wise distribution of publications on Ebola virus • To find out the country-wise distribution of publications on Ebola virus • To verify the transformative activity index (TAI) • To understand the authorship patterns in Ebola virus research • To study the citation pattern in Ebola virus research • To identify the prolific institutes and their relative citation impact (RCI) in Ebola virus research • To identify the most prolific authors in Ebola virus research • To identify the highly cited papers on Ebola virus.
METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
The data of the study are obtained from Scopus (http:// www.scopus.com) database. The Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) was used to identify the search terms. The following search terms have been used to yield the records from database, Ebola virus, Ebola hemorrhagic fever, Filoviridae-Ebola, viral hemorrhagic fevers, Ebola virus disease, and hemorrhagic virus. In addition, truncation method was used to retrieve the maximum records from 
Pattern of Research Outcome
Overall, 2446 papers have been published in 159 journals, originated from 84 countries. Figure 1 Figure 2 shows the Ebola virus research outcome worldwide. Totally, 84 countries had contributed to Ebola research with at least one publication. Top ten countries produced 2124 (86.8%) of the total research publications on Ebola virus.
Country-wise Research Outcome on Ebola Virus
The United States is the leading country with 1146 (46.9%) in research outcome, followed by Germany 194 (7.9%), France 173 (7.1%), and the United Kingdom 159 (6.5%). It is apparent that developed countries have been focusing on the research on this deadly virus. However, none of the developing countries appear in the list of top ten countries producing Ebola research outcome. The citations of top countries were calculated [ Table 1 ] till December 31, 2014, and the highest citations were recorded on the publications of the United States 46,642 (66.7%), followed by France 5231 (7.5%) and the United Kingdom 3587 (5.1%). Table 2a shows that the majority of research has been published in the form of articles/review/note and short survey and counted (92.5%). The maximum papers were published in the form of article 1485 (60.7%), followed by review 555 (22.7%), note 133 (5.4%), short survey 116 (4.7%), editorial 98 (4.0%), and letters 59 (2.4%). Table  2b analyzes the citations.
Outcome by Type of Publications and Citations Count
The citations of the research outcome published in different formats were also analyzed. The 2446 papers on Ebola virus have received 69,960 citations with average of ~28.6 citations per paper. The data sets revealed that 691 (28.3%) papers have not been cited till March 1, 2015, and remaining 1755 (71.7%) cited one or more times. Table 2b shows that 15 papers have received 300 or more citations. Thirty-five papers have been cited between 200 and 300 times. It was found that 100 articles on Ebola virus have been cited more than 100 times. Overall, 389 (15.9%) papers received 50 or more citations and 710 (29.0%) papers received 1-9 citations. Besides this, 35 highly cited papers were also identified.
Subject Specialty Journals and Most Prolific Journals Used for Publishing Research on Ebola
Overall, 157 journals produced the Ebola virus research. Table 3 illustrates that top 20 journals collectively produced 845 (34.5%) papers. Remaining 137 journals published the 1601 (65.5%) papers. The "Journal of Virology" has published the maximum 257(10.5%) papers. The paper published in "Journals of Virology" has accumulated highest citations, 4552. The SCImago Journal Rankings-2013 of journal "Nature" is found the highest~21.323, followed by "Science"~12.465. The AQ1 Source Normalized Impact per Paper (SNIP)-2013 of top 20 journals was also identified and found that the journal "Lancet" has the highest SNIP-2013 (~11.265). Besides this, the impact per publication (IPP) was also determined and found that the journal "Nature" has witnessed the highest IPP value ~32.997.
Distribution of Papers by Language
The Ebola virus research has been published in ten languages. Maximum number of papers have been published in English 2149 (87.9%), followed by French 125 (5.1%), Russian 70 (2.9%), German 43 (1.8%), Japanese 23 (0.9%), Spanish 13 (0.5%), Polish 12 (0.5%), Chinese 10 (0.4%), Dutch 9 (0.4%), and Crouch 8 (0.3%). 
Most Productive Authors in Ebola Virus Research
The most productive authors on Ebola virus research were found [ Besides this, the h-index of leading authors is also revealed in Table 5 . Nabel GJ from National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Vaccine Research Center, Bethesda, United States, has the highest h-index value ~93, followed by Kawaoka from University of WisconsinMadison, School of Veterinary Medicine (~92).
Highly Cited Papers on Ebola Virus
The study identified the 30 highly cited papers on Ebola Virus [ Table 6 ]. These papers have received 12,299 (17.6%) citations. The paper entitled "Emerging infectious diseases of wildlife -threats to biodiversity and human health" published in "Science" got the highest citations 1343 (1.9%), followed by a paper entitled "Global trends in emerging infectious diseases" published in "Nature" 1129 (1.6%). Contd... This can be done using electrochemical immunosensing methodology. [20] The World Health Organization [21] has suggested that to counter the Ebola virus countries around the world ought to review and improve national public health emergency preparedness, response plans, and coordination structures including Incident Management Structure and an Emergency Operations Centre.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

It is revealed that 2446 papers have been published on
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